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source that you are now at South Bend in Mr. Colfax' *
house. It must be very cold up there. It is really
cold here, though the sun shines warm and the trees
have green leaves. Of course no snow, but ice found
in the gutters and on the pond. General Barnard got
here last night from General Grant with dispatches,
which I have answered, and the clerks are copying my
letters and as soon as finished I will send a flat steamer
to Port Royal whence a sea steamer will go to City
Point and thence this letter will be sent you. ...

"I see that the State of Ohio talks of making me a
present of a home, etc.2 For myself I would accept
nothing, but for you and the children I would be willing,
especially if such a present were accompanied as in
Farragut's place, with bonds enough to give interest to
pay taxes. My pay would not enable me to pay taxes
on property. I have received from high sources highest
praises and yesterday, New Year, was toasted, etc., with
allusions to Hannibal, Caesar, etc., etc., but in reply I
turned all into a good joke by saying that Hannibal and
Caesar were small potatoes as they had never read the
New York Herald, or had a photograph taken. But of
course, I feel a just pride in the confidence of my army,
and the singular friendship of General Grant, who is
almost childlike in his love for me. It does seem that
time has brought out all my old friends, Grant, Thomas,
Sheridan, etc. All sorts of people send me presents and
I hope they don't slight you or the girls. I want little

1 Schuyler Coif ax, at this time Speaker of the House of Repre-
sentatives, lived at South Bend, Ind.
* This present was never received.t         in ttir
